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IPHOsets out to help forgotten country
By: Lynn Wolstenholme
04/17/2007
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Even as one rebel group in the
northern part of Central African
Republic signed a peace
agreement April 13 with the CAR
government and its president,
Francois Bozize, members of
Purcellville-based International
Partnership for Human
Development say they know CAR
citizens are still in dire need of
assistance.

IPHD, a nonprofit organization
founded in 1983, helps countries
in need through self-development
programs. It has three members in
CAR who are working with
citizens to build wells,start
nutrition and health programs (for
HIV/AIDS and malaria), and get the
necessities of life to these people.

"This is a truly forgotten place,"
said Tom Onuska, an IPHD
employee working in CAR. "We
are installing new wells and
renovating those that are broken.
Water is life."

Central African Republic, a landlocked
country the size of Texas, is one of the
poorest countries in the world, with a
per capita income of $300 a year,
according to Wikipedia, and a population of 4,303,356.
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CAR citizens to build wells throughout the country, IPHD team
members teach citizens how to maintain the wells so they can be
more self-sufficient.

Not only is the country poor, but it also is going through a civil war. Three rebel groups are roam
the country, bandits are looting villages and the military is entering villages to "clear out" the reb
say IPHO members living in the country. The conflict in Oarfur, Sudan, is also spilling into the
country. People abandon their homes and seek safety in the bush.

"This is the way they have learned to survive," said Onuska.

Since its founding, IPHO has worked in 20 countries and provided more than $325,000,000 in fo
aid, program grants, monetization funds and in-kind donations. It works with other organizations
such as Caritas International - a Catholic social service organization in more than 200 countries
and territories - and U.S. government agencies through grants. This year, IPHO plans to put $3
million of aid into CAR.

IPHO workers Rachel and Tom Onuska and Christian Balan have been in CAR for about eight
months. Each takes on a different role: Tom Onuska is the "well guy," Rachel Onuska works on
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nutrition and Balan is the director/coordinator. But they have to be jacks-of-all-trades in any give
situation.

Their main objective is to get wells in different areas of the country and help farmers harvest bet
Next year, they hope to start chicken-raising projects and launch a school lunch program that he
been successful in other countries IPHO in which works.

As with everything, money is needed to start programs and meet needs. IPHO is asking for
monetary donations to get help to this often overlooked part of Africa.

For more information, call the IPHO office at 540-751-1630, or e-mail at iphd@iphd.org .
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